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Part of the still-under-wraps constitutional amendment that would change New York’s redistricting process would require the lines be approved by a supermajority should both houses of the Legislature be controlled by one party.

If so, the move appears to be aimed at helping Senate Republicans protect vulnerable incumbents should the conference fall out of power. Needless to say, this isn’t sitting well with Senate Democrats, the only minority conference in state government with a shot of taking over their chamber in the forseeable future.

“It’s the craziest thing I’ve ever heard,” said Sen. Mike Gianaris, D-Queens. “It would be an unprecedented outrage that flies in the face of everything this country is about. To have the Constitution pick favorites among political parties and say that if the Republicans are in charge they have a lesser burden than when Democrats are in charge of the Senate is the craziest thing I’ve ever heard. It just goes to show this whole idea of an amendment in exchange for bad lines is going way off the rails in the wrong direction and we’re going to get an amendment that is genuinely horrible for reform.”
Gianaris broke the news of the stipulation on Fred Dicker’s Talk-1300 show earlier this morning. The Queens lawmaker has been the face of the Senate Democrats’ opposition to any deal struck on redistricting (a non-political process would certainly help Democrats regain the majority).

As first reported on Friday by Casey Seiler, Assembly Democrats and Senate Republicans are negotiating a constitutional amendment for redistricting that through a byzantine process could ultimately send the decision back to lawmakers.

If approved this year and next by the Legislature and then backed by voters in a referendum, the amendment would be in place for the next round of redistricting, 2022.

Redistricting remains very much up in the air this morning as lawmakers return today to the Capitol. It was expected late last week that a deal would be struck on an amendment, statute and revised maps that would avoid court intervention and Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s threatened veto.

However, that is yet to come to pass and no bills have been printed, contrary to what LATFOR co-chairman Assemblyman Jack McEneny said on Thursday. A special master is taking charge of drawing the proposed House lines, given that Republicans and Democrats cannot agree on which districts to eliminate. 

The good-government Citizens Union, meanwhile, says the changes being sought this year is the best reformers can hope for given the political realities.

“The intent behind it was to ensure that if the governor and the state Legislature, the other party is protected from being written in to oblivion,” Executive Director Dick Dadey said on Talk-1300, echoing the ill-advised line from then-Majority Leader Malcolm Smith, D-Queens, that the Republicans would be redistricted “into oblivion.”

“We simply do not want to see any party gain an advantage,” Dadey said.
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